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The Precursors
Richard St.Barbe Baker: 
• Men of the Trees (1924), Shoghi Effendi first 

lifetime member (1929) → International Tree 
Foundation

• Save the Redwoods campaign (1930s)
• World Forestry Charter Gatherings (1945-

1970s) opened with messages from Shoghi 
Effendi

• Reclaiming the Sahara Desert (1950s)
• Diverting highway to save redwoods, letter to 

government from US NSA at urging of UHJ 
(1960s)



The Precursors

• Willie Willoya and Vinson Brown: 
Warriors of the Rainbow (1962) inspires 
Greenpeace

• First Earth Day, Washington D.C., 22 
April 1970: Arthur Dahl lectures on 
environment and ethics in Virginia and 
Maryland high schools



The Greenpeace Story



Bahá'í involvement
with the

United Nations

International Bahá'í Bureau, Geneva, 1926, 
with the League of Nations

Founding of the United Nations, San 
Francisco, 1945

Bahá'í International Community accredited 
1948



The Process of
Contributing
to a Dialogue



Conceptual process

• Consulting/compiling relevant Bahá'í texts
• Determine relevance to problem under discussion
• What new light shed on these problems?
• Redefining problem in the light of the teachings
• Translating Bahá'í concepts into relevant language
• Preparing a coherent text of problem definition and 

solutions
'Abdu'l-Baha, in His talks, challenged assumptions, 

reoriented perspectives, expanded consciousness and 
focused energies (UHJ Ridvan 2011)



Institutional process

• Consulting Baha'is with expertise in the field
• Determining strategic issues for new perspectives
• Drafting preliminary text
• Review from Bahá'í, UN and expert perspectives
• Review and approval at the World Centre
• Issuing and circulating statement at appropriate 

moment



BIC participation in
40 years of

international
environmental 

debate



UN Conference on the Human Environment
Stockholm 1972



United Nations Conference
on the Human Environment

-  Stockholm, 5-16 June 1972
-  113 countries
-  134 accredited 
   nongovernmental
   organizations incl. BIC
-  global forum of NGOs
BIC statement:
The Environment and Human Values



UN Conference on the Human Environment
Stockholm 1972

Delegation of the Baha'i International Community  ⬇



BIC statement
brochure

Stockholm
1972



BIC exhibit in NGO forum - Stockholm 1972



The preparatory process
for UNCED 1990-1992

• UNCED Secretariat in Geneva
• 4 meetings of the intergovernmental preparatory 

committee
1990 Environment and Development
1991 Earth Charter
International Legislation for Environment and Development
• Working parties of experts
• Wide consultation with NGOs
• Each chapter of Agenda 21 negotiated, its costs 

calculated, and adopted by governments



EARTH SUMMIT
The United Nations

Conference on Environment 
and Development
Rio de Janeiro, 1992

 
Rio Declaration
Agenda 21 
Conventions on climate change and biodiversity
Declaration of forest principles

1,400 NGOs, 17,000 participants
BIC one of 13 NGOs presenting in plenary:
Sustainable Development and the Human Spirit



BIC monument in Rio de Janeiro



Civil Society - Major Groups

• Stockholm 1972 - 134 NGOs 2 BIC

• Rio Earth Summit Major Groups: 
Women, Children and Youth, Indigenous Peoples, 
Non-governmental Organizations, Local Authorities, 
Workers and Trade Unions, Business and Industry, 
Scientific and Technological Community, Farmers 

• BIC Office of Environment in NY
• Major BIC role in organizing global 

NGO forum in Rio; plenary; monument



Implementation of Agenda 21: 1992-2013
Commission on

Sustainable Development
• Preparatory Committee (March) 
• Meeting for 2 weeks in April-May
• Side events
• Parallel events

• 20th and last CSD 20 September  2013, replaced by the 
High Level Political Forum decided at Rio+20

1993 World Citizenship: A Global Ethic for Sustainable 
Development

2010 Rethinking Prosperity: Forging Alternatives to a Culture of 
Consumerism



International Environment Forum

• Bahá'í-inspired professional organization founded in 1997
• More than 330 members in 60 countries
• Accredited by the UN as a scientific/technological 

organization to WSSD and Rio+20
• Annual conferences, web site (iefworld.org), newsletter, 

statements, often partners with BIC



IEF Conference, Oxford 2008



World Summit on
Sustainable Development

Johannesburg 2002
Johannesburg Declaration

Plan of Implementation 
2001 Sustainable Development: The Spiritual Dimension

2002 Religion and Development at the Crossroads: Convergence 
or Divergence?



WSSD parallel activities
BIC consulted with two Baha'i-inspired organizations, the 

International Environment Forum and the European Baha'i 
Business Forum (now ebbf -  Ethical Business Building the 
Future) to organize:

• "Education and Values for Sustainable Development" in the 
Global Peoples' Forum

• "Dialogue on Indicators of Sustainability" in the Science Forum
• "Multiple Dimensions of Globalization" for the business 

community
• "Integrating Science into Local Communities" at the University 

of Witwatersrand
• Two stands at the Global Peoples' Forum: BIC and national 

Baha'i communities, and IEF and EBBF





BIC and climate change

2008 
• Seizing the Opportunity: Redefining the 

Challenge of Climate Change
2009
• Moral and Ethical Dimensions of Climate 

Change: Appeal to the World's Leaders
• Bahá'í International Community's Plan of 

Action on Climate Change



COP15 Copenhagen 2009



BIC/IEF delegations at Copenhagen 2009



BIC event Copenhagen 2009
Moral and Ethical Dimensions of Climate Change



Victoria Thoresen, Sylvia et Onno Vinkhuyzen of IEF
Climate Sustainability Platform, Copenhagen 2009



Planet Under Pressure, London 2012



UNEP Major Groups and Stakeholders
Advisory Group on International 

Environmental Governance
http://agieg.iefworld.org/node/59 

15 Experts from major groups and regions
• rethinking the structure of governance
• innovation, social dimension for the green 

economy
• ethics of sustainability
• role of civil society
• local governance
• integration of sustainability everywhere
• needs of developing countries
• science and decision making
• governance beyond national sovereignty



Incorporating the
ethical dimension

   International Environment Forum proposals to 
include ethical and spiritual considerations in 
UN policies and programmes:

-  UN Permanent Forum on Ethics and 
Religion

-  Office of Ethical Assessment in UN 
Secretariat

(IEF 2011)

file:///Users/arthurdahl/Documents/IEF/Conf/IEF Conf 18/
file:///Users/arthurdahl/Documents/IEF/Conf/IEF Conf 18/


United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development

Rio+20
Rio de Janeiro

20-22 June 2012

The future we want

Sustaining Societies: 
Towards a New 'We'



Rio+20 Rio Centro Conference Centre



Rio+20



The other Rio+20s
The intergovernmental conference had 

many side events, the Sustainable 
Development Dialogues, and a nearby 
exhibition and event space.

 

Apart from UNCSD, there were:
Peoples' Summit in Flamengo Park

Business summit at a big hotel
Scientific forums in universities

Indigenous peoples' forum



Rio+20  Side Event - BIC
Elimination of Extremes of Wealth and Poverty



Rio+20
 ICSU Science Forum 



Rio+20
Global Research Forum on Sustainable Consumption and Production



Rio+20 -  Peoples' Summit



Rio+20 -  Peoples' Summit - IEF
Changing mentalities and motivations: values for the sustainability transition



IEF Governing Board at Rio+20 2012 (minus 2)



Sylvia Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen and Erasmus, Rio+20, 2012



Post 2015 dialogues

"Breaking Down the Silos: Integrating Environmental 
Sustainability in the Post-2015 Agenda"

Final report of the Global Consultation on Environmental Sustainability in 
the Post-2015 Development Agenda led by UNDP and UNEP, 9 
September 2013.

A quote from one IEF contribution was featured in the report: 
"In the interest of fairness and equity, governments need to agree on an 

international regulatory framework that would establish minimum social 
and environmental standards, ensure that corporations pay their fair 
share of taxes, prevent companies becoming so large that they have a 
monopoly position and are more powerful than governments, or too big 
to fail." (Contribution to the e-discussion on the role of the private sector 
and markets by Arthur Lyon Dahl, President, International Environment 
Forum, Switzerland). 

[inspired by recent Baha'i statements on corporate behaviour, and criticism in the Baha'i writings 
of "trusts" or corporations in a monopoly position]



Post-2015 opportunities

• HLPF - High Level Political Forum every 4 
years, 24 September 2013 - 2 days - 
heads of state/government.

• ECOSOC - annual ministerial session, 8 
days, with regional preparations, national 
reports

• Global Sustainable Development Report
• Sustainable Development Goals (MDG +)



Interfaith
Activities



BIC and interfaith dialogue
• Stockholm 1972
• Assisi 1986 (A Bahá'í Perspective on Nature and the Environment)

• Network (later Alliance) on Religions and Conservation 1987 (Bahá'í 
Statement on Nature)

• Summit on Religions and Conservation, Windsor Castle, 1995 
(Conservation and Sustainable Development in the Bahá'í Faith)

• World Faiths and Development Dialogue, Lambeth Palace, London, 18-
19 February 1998 (Valuing Spirituality in Development)

• UNDP/ARC Action Plans for Climate Change (2009) (BIC Plan of Action 
on Climate Change)

• Green Pilgrimage Network (2011) Green Pilgrimage Network



Faith-based Action Plans 
for Climate Change 2009

• The Alliance of Religions and Conservation (ARC) 
and UNDP invited the major religions to prepare 
action plans on climate change and the natural 
environment

• These were presented at an event on 2-4 
November 2009 at Windsor Castle co-hosted by 
the UN Secretary-General and Prince Philip

see http://www.arcworld.org/ and 
http://www.windsor2009.org/    



The Windsor Celebration



Bahá'í International Community
Declarations on environment and sustainable 

development

1972 (UNCHE, Stockholm) The Environment and Human Values
1986 (WWF, Assisi) A Bahá'í Perspective on Nature and the Environment 
1987 (WWF) The Bahá'í Statement on Nature
1990 (UNCED PrepCom) Environment and Development
1991 (UNCED PrepComs):
Earth Charter
International Legislation for Environment and Development
Women and Men: Partnership for a Healthy Planet
1992 (UNCED, Rio de Janeiro) Sustainable Development and the Human Spirit
1993 (CSD1) World Citizenship: A Global Ethic for Sustainable Development 
1995 (WWF/ARC, Windsor) Conservation and Sustainable Development in the 

Bahá'í Faith
1995 (Social Summit, Copenhagen) The Prosperity of Humankind 
1996 (Habitat II, Istanbul) Sustainable Communities in an Integrating World
1998 Valuing Spirituality in Development 
1999 Who Is Writing the Future? Reflections on the Twentieth Century



Bahá'í International Community
Declarations on environment and sustainable 

development
2001 Science, Religion and Development: Some Initial Considerations
2001 (WSSD PrepCom) Sustainable Development: The Spiritual Dimension
2002 (WSSD, Johannesburg) Religion and Development at the Crossroads: Convergence 

or Divergence?
2005 The Search for Values in an Age of Transition
2008 Eradicating Poverty: Moving Forward As One
2008 (COP14, Posnan) Seizing the Opportunity: Redefining the Challenge of Climate 

Change
2009 (COP15, Copenhagen) Moral and Ethical Dimensions of Climate Change: Appeal to 

the World's Leaders
2009 (PNUD/ARC, Windsor) Bahá'í International Community's Seven-Year Plan of Action 

on Climate Change
2010 (CSD18) Rethinking Prosperity: Forging Alternatives to a Culture of Consumerism
2011 Initial considerations regarding the elimination of the extremes of poverty and wealth
2011 Green Pilgrimage Network
2012 (Rio+20) Sustaining Societies: Towards a New 'We'
2012 Empowerment as a Mechanism for Social Transformation



GLOBAL  NEED FOR 
FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE

- Climate change tipping points
- Extremes of wealth and poverty
- A generation without hope
- Gap between scientific urgency and political 

realism
Fundamental systems change is needed to 

transition to a sustainable society. There 
will be a need for dialogue for a long time to 
come



The goal is an organic change in 
human society towards sustainability

 Bahá'í principles can make a significant 
contribution to the international dialogue 

on environment and sustainability
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The Precursors
Richard St.Barbe Baker: 
• Men of the Trees (1924), Shoghi Effendi first 

lifetime member (1929) → International Tree 
Foundation

• Save the Redwoods campaign (1930s)
• World Forestry Charter Gatherings (1945-

1970s) opened with messages from Shoghi 
Effendi

• Reclaiming the Sahara Desert (1950s)
• Diverting highway to save redwoods, letter to 

government from US NSA at urging of UHJ 
(1960s)



The Precursors

• Willie Willoya and Vinson Brown: 
Warriors of the Rainbow (1962) inspires 
Greenpeace

• First Earth Day, Washington D.C., 22 
April 1970: Arthur Dahl lectures on 
environment and ethics in Virginia and 
Maryland high schools



The Greenpeace Story





The Process of
Contributing
to a Dialogue



Conceptual process

• Consulting/compiling relevant Bahá'í texts
• Determine relevance to problem under discussion
• What new light shed on these problems?
• Redefining problem in the light of the teachings
• Translating Bahá'í concepts into relevant language
• Preparing a coherent text of problem definition and 

solutions
'Abdu'l-Baha, in His talks, challenged assumptions, 

reoriented perspectives, expanded consciousness and 
focused energies (UHJ Ridvan 2011)

Universal House of Justice, To the Baha'is of the World, Ridvan 2011



Institutional process

• Consulting Baha'is with expertise in the field
• Determining strategic issues for new perspectives
• Drafting preliminary text
• Review from Bahá'í, UN and expert perspectives
• Review and approval at the World Centre
• Issuing and circulating statement at appropriate 

moment



BIC participation in
40 years of

international
environmental 

debate



UN Conference on the Human Environment
Stockholm 1972



based on Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of 
Bahá'u'lláh, p. 203-204



UN Conference on the Human Environment
Stockholm 1972

Delegation of the Baha'i International Community  ⬇



BIC statement
brochure

Stockholm
1972



BIC exhibit in NGO forum - Stockholm 1972







BIC monument in Rio de Janeiro



Civil Society - Major Groups

• Stockholm 1972 - 134 NGOs 2 BIC

• Rio Earth Summit Major Groups: 
Women, Children and Youth, Indigenous Peoples, 
Non-governmental Organizations, Local Authorities, 
Workers and Trade Unions, Business and Industry, 
Scientific and Technological Community, Farmers 

• BIC Office of Environment in NY
• Major BIC role in organizing global 

NGO forum in Rio; plenary; monument





International Environment Forum

• Bahá'í-inspired professional organization founded in 1997
• More than 330 members in 60 countries
• Accredited by the UN as a scientific/technological 

organization to WSSD and Rio+20
• Annual conferences, web site (iefworld.org), newsletter, 

statements, often partners with BIC



IEF Conference, Oxford 2008





WSSD parallel activities
BIC consulted with two Baha'i-inspired organizations, the 

International Environment Forum and the European Baha'i 
Business Forum (now ebbf -  Ethical Business Building the 
Future) to organize:

• "Education and Values for Sustainable Development" in the 
Global Peoples' Forum

• "Dialogue on Indicators of Sustainability" in the Science Forum
• "Multiple Dimensions of Globalization" for the business 

community
• "Integrating Science into Local Communities" at the University 

of Witwatersrand
• Two stands at the Global Peoples' Forum: BIC and national 

Baha'i communities, and IEF and EBBF





BIC and climate change

2008 
• Seizing the Opportunity: Redefining the 

Challenge of Climate Change
2009
• Moral and Ethical Dimensions of Climate 

Change: Appeal to the World's Leaders
• Bahá'í International Community's Plan of 

Action on Climate Change



COP15 Copenhagen 2009



BIC/IEF delegations at Copenhagen 2009



BIC event Copenhagen 2009
Moral and Ethical Dimensions of Climate Change



Victoria Thoresen, Sylvia et Onno Vinkhuyzen of IEF
Climate Sustainability Platform, Copenhagen 2009



Planet Under Pressure, London 2012



UNEP Major Groups and Stakeholders
Advisory Group on International 

Environmental Governance
http://agieg.iefworld.org/node/59 

15 Experts from major groups and regions
• rethinking the structure of governance
• innovation, social dimension for the green 

economy
• ethics of sustainability
• role of civil society
• local governance
• integration of sustainability everywhere
• needs of developing countries
• science and decision making
• governance beyond national sovereignty



Incorporating the
ethical dimension

   International Environment Forum proposals to 
include ethical and spiritual considerations in 
UN policies and programmes:

-  UN Permanent Forum on Ethics and 
Religion

-  Office of Ethical Assessment in UN 
Secretariat

(IEF 2011)

IEF (2011). Submission to the Bureau of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development by the International Environment Forum, 25 October 2011. 
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&type=510&nr=166&menu=20 and 
http://iefworld.org/iefuncsd1 [accessed 16 February 2012]



United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development

Rio+20
Rio de Janeiro

20-22 June 2012

The future we want

Sustaining Societies: 
Towards a New 'We'



Rio+20 Rio Centro Conference Centre



Rio+20



The other Rio+20s
The intergovernmental conference had 

many side events, the Sustainable 
Development Dialogues, and a nearby 
exhibition and event space.

 

Apart from UNCSD, there were:
Peoples' Summit in Flamengo Park

Business summit at a big hotel
Scientific forums in universities

Indigenous peoples' forum



Rio+20  Side Event - BIC
Elimination of Extremes of Wealth and Poverty



Rio+20
 ICSU Science Forum 



Rio+20
Global Research Forum on Sustainable Consumption and Production



Rio+20 -  Peoples' Summit



Rio+20 -  Peoples' Summit - IEF
Changing mentalities and motivations: values for the sustainability transition



IEF Governing Board at Rio+20 2012 (minus 2)



Sylvia Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen and Erasmus, Rio+20, 2012



Post 2015 dialogues

"Breaking Down the Silos: Integrating Environmental 
Sustainability in the Post-2015 Agenda"

Final report of the Global Consultation on Environmental Sustainability in 
the Post-2015 Development Agenda led by UNDP and UNEP, 9 
September 2013.

A quote from one IEF contribution was featured in the report: 
"In the interest of fairness and equity, governments need to agree on an 

international regulatory framework that would establish minimum social 
and environmental standards, ensure that corporations pay their fair 
share of taxes, prevent companies becoming so large that they have a 
monopoly position and are more powerful than governments, or too big 
to fail." (Contribution to the e-discussion on the role of the private sector 
and markets by Arthur Lyon Dahl, President, International Environment 
Forum, Switzerland). 

[inspired by recent Baha'i statements on corporate behaviour, and criticism in the Baha'i writings 
of "trusts" or corporations in a monopoly position]

http://iefworld.org/node/641







BIC and interfaith dialogue
• Stockholm 1972
• Assisi 1986 (A Bahá'í Perspective on Nature and the Environment)

• Network (later Alliance) on Religions and Conservation 1987 (Bahá'í 
Statement on Nature)

• Summit on Religions and Conservation, Windsor Castle, 1995 
(Conservation and Sustainable Development in the Bahá'í Faith)

• World Faiths and Development Dialogue, Lambeth Palace, London, 18-
19 February 1998 (Valuing Spirituality in Development)

• UNDP/ARC Action Plans for Climate Change (2009) (BIC Plan of Action 
on Climate Change)

• Green Pilgrimage Network (2011) Green Pilgrimage Network







Bahá'í International Community
Declarations on environment and sustainable 

development

1972 (UNCHE, Stockholm) The Environment and Human Values
1986 (WWF, Assisi) A Bahá'í Perspective on Nature and the Environment 
1987 (WWF) The Bahá'í Statement on Nature
1990 (UNCED PrepCom) Environment and Development
1991 (UNCED PrepComs):
Earth Charter
International Legislation for Environment and Development
Women and Men: Partnership for a Healthy Planet
1992 (UNCED, Rio de Janeiro) Sustainable Development and the Human Spirit
1993 (CSD1) World Citizenship: A Global Ethic for Sustainable Development 
1995 (WWF/ARC, Windsor) Conservation and Sustainable Development in the 

Bahá'í Faith
1995 (Social Summit, Copenhagen) The Prosperity of Humankind 
1996 (Habitat II, Istanbul) Sustainable Communities in an Integrating World
1998 Valuing Spirituality in Development 
1999 Who Is Writing the Future? Reflections on the Twentieth Century



Bahá'í International Community
Declarations on environment and sustainable 

development
2001 Science, Religion and Development: Some Initial Considerations
2001 (WSSD PrepCom) Sustainable Development: The Spiritual Dimension
2002 (WSSD, Johannesburg) Religion and Development at the Crossroads: Convergence 

or Divergence?
2005 The Search for Values in an Age of Transition
2008 Eradicating Poverty: Moving Forward As One
2008 (COP14, Posnan) Seizing the Opportunity: Redefining the Challenge of Climate 

Change
2009 (COP15, Copenhagen) Moral and Ethical Dimensions of Climate Change: Appeal to 

the World's Leaders
2009 (PNUD/ARC, Windsor) Bahá'í International Community's Seven-Year Plan of Action 

on Climate Change
2010 (CSD18) Rethinking Prosperity: Forging Alternatives to a Culture of Consumerism
2011 Initial considerations regarding the elimination of the extremes of poverty and wealth
2011 Green Pilgrimage Network
2012 (Rio+20) Sustaining Societies: Towards a New 'We'
2012 Empowerment as a Mechanism for Social Transformation



GLOBAL  NEED FOR 
FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE

- Climate change tipping points
- Extremes of wealth and poverty
- A generation without hope
- Gap between scientific urgency and political 

realism
Fundamental systems change is needed to 

transition to a sustainable society. There 
will be a need for dialogue for a long time to 
come

Bahá'í International Community. 2010. Rethinking Prosperity: Forging Alternatives to a 
Culture of Consumerism. Contribution to the 18th Session of the United Nations Commission 
on Sustainable Development, New York, 3 May 2010. http://bic.org/statements-and-
reports/bic-statements/10-0503.htm




