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The Future We Want: From Bangsar to Belem
Response to GES 5 Questions

Executive Summary:

In response to the International Environment Forum's invitation to organise a dialogue addressing the
GES questions, a diverse group of 23 participants, ranging in age from 20 to 75 years gathered on 21
September 2025 in Bangsar, a neighbourhood in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. This gathering examined
both the systemic barriers to climate action and potential pathways for transformation applying
Baha'i principles to inform and offer meaningful climate solutions. The workshop uncovered both
spiritual and systemic barriers to meaningful action, while offering pathways forward grounded in
principles of justice, stewardship, and the oneness of humanity.

Set out in the top of the document is the executive summary of the workshop’s responses to the five
key questions, with detailed responses provided in the subsequent pages.

1. Why do we so often deny or ignore what science and traditional knowledge say about the
climate crisis and share or tolerate misinformation, even knowing lives are at risk?

The workshop identified that we treat people as passive recipients rather than active
participants in understanding scientific information, creating a fundamental knowledge-power
disconnect that enables misinformation to flourish.

The persistent spread of climate misinformation stems from treating people as passive recipients
rather than active participants in understanding scientific information. Our current approach
positions communities as mere consumers of data rather than empowering them to critically
evaluate and apply climate knowledge to their lives.

This top-down flow of knowledge creates a fundamental disconnect between scientific warnings
and public action. When combined with economic systems that prioritise short-term growth over
environmental sustainability, we create structural barriers that prevent meaningful climate
engagement. The relentless focus on economic growth often conflicts directly with
environmental needs, while consumerism drives behaviours that prioritise immediate gains over
long-term planetary health.

Perhaps most concerning is the spiritual dimension of this crisis. Spiritual advancement has not
kept pace with material progress, creating a disconnect that manifests in several critical ways.
Without spiritual grounding, people focus on immediate needs rather than longer-term solutions,
undermining our ability to interpret and apply scientific understanding meaningfully. This
spiritual vacuum leaves society vulnerable to materialism and instant gratification culture, which
prevent the long-term thinking essential for addressing planetary challenges. When spiritual
values like stewardship, justice, and interconnectedness are absent from our decision-making
frameworks, we default to systems that prioritize individual gain over collective wellbeing,
making sustainable climate action nearly impossible to achieve.

2. Why do we continue with production and consumption models that harm the most
vulnerable and are not aligned with the 1.5°C mission?

The persistence stems from materialistic worldviews and systems where decision-makers
remain insulated from consequences while vulnerable communities bear the costs.
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Despite overwhelming climate science, we continue with production and consumption models
that harm the world's vulnerable populations. This paradox stems from materialistic worldviews
that assume human selfishness, creating systems where decision-makers are insulated from
consequences while vulnerable communities bear the costs.

The "vulnerability gap" represents one of our most troubling moral hazards. Those most affected
by climate change—the global poor, indigenous communities, and future generations—have the
least power to influence the systems driving environmental destruction. Meanwhile, when
immediate material needs dominate our attention, we lose sight of deeper questions about
meaningful living and our relationship with the natural world.

This spiritual disconnection makes it easy to pursue lifestyles we intellectually know are
unsustainable. We have lost sight of true prosperity, which extends far beyond consumption and
material accumulation to encompass spiritual well-being, meaningful relationships, harmony with
nature, and thriving communities.

3. What can we do to ensure that rich countries, major producers, and consumers of fossil
fuels accelerate their transitions and contribute financing for these measures in the most
vulnerable countries?

The response calls for establishing binding international climate frameworks while
implementing innovative financing mechanisms and rejecting ineffective carbon offsetting
schemes.

The climate finance landscape has stark inequalities that demand urgent attention. The COP29
agreement established a $300 billion by 2035 climate finance goal, yet vulnerable nations face
more than half a trillion dollars in climate-related damages annually by 2030. Meanwhile, $429
billion went to fossil fuel expanding companies in 2024 alone.

Accelerating rich countries' fossil fuel transitions requires establishing what might be akin to
"Climate NATO"—a robust international alliance with binding commitments and enforcement
mechanisms. This framework must include internationally binding climate laws and
differentiated responsibilities based on countries' wealth, historical emissions, and current
capacities.

A potential example is the Tropical Forest Forever Facility (TFFF) a new global finance
mechanism proposed by Brazil. It aims to fund tropical forest conservation and restoration by
using revenue generated from global capital markets instead of traditional grants. Launching at
COP30, the TFFF will provide performance-based payments to countries that successfully
protect their forests, with some of the funds going directly to Indigenous Peoples and local
communities.

Critical reforms must include eliminating fossil fuel subsidies and rejecting carbon offsetting
schemes that allow rich countries and companies to avoid behavioural change. Carbon credit
systems represent a particularly problematic approach, enabling wealthy nations and corporations
to continue emitting by simply purchasing offsets elsewhere. This practice widens the gap
between rich and poor while distracting from genuine emission reductions that are urgently
needed. True climate action requires actual behavioural change and emission cuts, not financial
mechanisms that maintain the status quo while creating an illusion of progress.
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Instead, innovative financing solutions like debt-for-climate swaps could allow countries to
redirect debt payments toward climate action, while technology transfers could build local
institutional capacity.

4. What traditions, histories, or practices (cultural, spiritual) from your community teach us
to live in greater harmony with nature?

Traditional practices demonstrate practical harmony with nature, emphasizing stewardship
principles that position humans as caretakers rather than owners of creation.

Cultural and spiritual traditions offer profound wisdom for environmental harmony, yet we often
abandon these principles when inconvenient. The contradiction is stark: we speak passionately
about environmental stewardship until it becomes inconvenient, and farmers encourage their
children to pursue office jobs, distancing themselves from the land that sustains us all.

Traditional practices demonstrate practical harmony with nature. Malaysian kolam art uses rice to
feed ants while creating beauty. Indigenous Orang Asli agricultural techniques minimise soil
disturbance while planting diverse crops that naturally improve soil health. Harvest festivals like
Pesta Kaamatan, Gawai, and Ponggal express gratitude for crops and acknowledge our
dependence on natural abundance.

Spiritual teachings emphasise stewardship, positioning humans not as owners but as caretakers of
creation. The Baha'i concept of stewardship views humans as trustees rather than owners of
Earth's resources, with responsibility for both environmental care and just distribution. This
understanding challenges us to earn wealth through rightful means and recognise our
interconnectedness with all creation.

The challenge these traditions present is moving beyond "convenience-based
environmentalism"—caring about nature only when it doesn't disrupt our lifestyle. Authentic
harmony requires spiritual grounding that deepens our reverence for creation and aligns our daily
practices with our stated values.

5. Considering that we need to guarantee diversity in the collective, how can we mobilize more
people, leaders, corporations, companies, and nations to support just and ethical changes in
combating the climate crisis? What ideas and values could inspire us in this mission?

The workshop emphasised community-centred approaches that transform people from passive
recipients to active agents of change, guided by principles of justice and unity.

Many feel powerless facing the vastness of climate change. But transformation becomes
manageable when approached through neighbourhoods and communities. Rather than relying on
top-down mandates, local communities could be activated and empowered to investigate climate
impacts, understand their specific challenges, and explore collective responses.

This community-centred approach requires foundational spiritual values, such as justice to serve
as our fundamental framework, ensuring climate responses address fairness and equity. The
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oneness of humanity transcends borders, fostering global cooperation. Embracing
interdependence reveals how economic, social, and environmental systems interconnect.

Central to this understanding is recognising that each member of the race is born into the world
as a trust of the whole, and that the well-being of the whole ensures the well-being of the

part. This perspective transforms climate action from individual burden to collective
stewardship, where every person carries responsibility not only for their own actions but for the
wellbeing of humanity and the planet. Such recognition eliminates the artificial divisions that
often paralyse climate efforts, instead fostering a sense of shared accountability where local
actions serve universal purposes and individual choices reflect care for the global community.

Sector-specific strategies span from individual awareness to corporate citizenship. Citizens need
awareness to choose sustainable products and differentiate between needs and wants. Families
can consciously discontinue cultures like buying new clothes for celebrations and annual events.

Companies should combat waste culture and engineered obsolescence, prioritising sustainability
and collective prosperity.

Crucially, Professor Alex Edmans's "Grow the Pie" concept argues that companies should not see
profit and sustainability as a trade-off. Instead of dividing fixed value between stakeholders,
companies should focus on creating larger total value by investing in stakeholders. Research
shows that companies focused on serving society ultimately become more successful and
profitable long-term.

The Path Forward: Integration and Transformation

The climate crisis ultimately reflects deeper questions about how we relate to knowledge, each other,
and our planet. Solutions require fundamental transformation in how we approach knowledge,
education, and social organisation.

We must transform people from passive recipients to active participants in understanding and
applying climate science. Both science and religion should be recognised as complementary sources
of knowledge rather than competing frameworks. The Baha'i writings emphasise that religion and
science are like two wings of a bird—both essential for humanity's flight toward truth and progress.
When science operates without spiritual guidance, it can produce technologies that harm rather than
heal, while religion without scientific understanding may resort to superstition and dogma. Applied
to climate action, this harmony means using rigorous scientific methods to understand environmental
challenges while drawing on spiritual principles of justice, stewardship, and interconnectedness to
guide our response.

Economic and social structures that prioritise short-term gains over planetary sustainability need
fundamental redesign.

Holistic education that combines scientific method with appreciation for creation and independent
investigation of truth should be promoted. This requires starting with individual and community-level
consciousness raising while working toward systemic change.
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Most importantly, we need mental model transformation. Systems change theory demonstrates that
lasting transformation occurs when we move beyond surface-level interventions to address the
underlying paradigms that shape how we think and act. When mental models shift from seeing
humans as separate from and dominant over nature to understanding our fundamental
interconnectedness, then policies, practices, and resource flows naturally align to support sustainable
climate action.

Conclusion

The insights from this workshop reveal that addressing climate change successfully requires
rethinking what it means to be human in relationship with each other and the Earth. This reframing
must be grounded in recognising our fundamental oneness and interdependence as well as our sacred
responsibility as stewards of creation.

Without integrating spiritual insight with practical policy—ensuring transitions are both rapid enough
for climate goals and equitable enough for global cooperation—fragmented approaches will continue
to fail. The climate crisis calls us to value the farmer as much as the office worker, choose
moderation over consumption, and make decisions based on justice for future generations rather than
convenience for ourselves.

Through community-centred approaches that honour both spiritual wisdom and scientific knowledge,
we can build the inclusive, just, and effective climate response our world desperately needs. The
future we want requires not just technological solutions, but spiritual transformation that recognises
our fundamental oneness and interdependence with all life.
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1. Why do we so often deny or ignore what science and traditional knowledge say about the
climate crisis and share or tolerate misinformation, even knowing lives are at risk?

We ignore scientific climate warnings due to systemic failures in knowledge transfer, treating people
as passive recipients rather than active participants. Economic systems prioritising growth over
sustainability, combined with materialism and instant gratification culture, create barriers to long-
term thinking. Surface-level education lacks practical application, while spiritual advancement has
not matched material progress. Solutions require transforming education to integrate theory with
practice, infuse spirituality into the academic systems, creating youth-focused awareness spaces,
fostering intergenerational dialogue, and redesigning systems to value collective wellbeing over
short-term gains, empowering communities to investigate truth independently.

1.1. The Knowledge-Power Disconnect

The climate crisis represents one of the most pressing challenges of our time, yet scientific warnings
continue to be ignored and misinformation spreads widely. This phenomenon stems from
fundamental issues in how knowledge flows through society and how we engage with complex
information.

A critical factor lies in the top-down flow of knowledge, where individuals and communities are
positioned as passive recipients rather than active participants in understanding scientific
information. This approach treats people as mere consumers of data rather than empowering them to
critically evaluate and apply scientific knowledge to their lives and communities.

1.2. Systemic Barriers to Climate Action
1.2.1. Economic Pressures:

o The relentless focus on economic growth often conflicts with environmental sustainability

o Capitalism and consumerism drive behaviours that prioritise short-term gains over long-term
planetary health

e Resource depletion has accelerated dramatically. While in 1972 we depleted our annual resource
allocation by December, by 2025 the earth overshoot day was in July.

1.2.2. Social and Cultural Factors:

e Gross materialism dominates social values

o Instant gratification culture prevents long-term thinking

o Surface-level knowledge in educational systems focuses on theoretical applications rather than
real-life implementation

e Traditional and indigenous environmental knowledge is systematically overlooked

1.2.3. Spiritual and Philosophical Dimensions

Spiritual advancement has not kept pace with material advancement. This disconnect manifests in

several ways:

e Lack of spirituality causes people to focus on immediate needs rather than longer term remedial
solutions

e Absence of a spiritual foundation undermines our ability to interpret and apply scientific
understanding meaningfully
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e The relationship between science and spiritual values remains fragmented, when they should be
viewed as complementary systems of knowledge

1.2.4. The Education and Engagement Challenge

Current educational approaches contribute to climate ignorance through:

o Surface-level curriculum design that emphasises theoretical knowledge over practical application
o Insufficient emphasis on independent investigation of truth

o Failure to cultivate both scientific literacy and appreciation for environmental stewardship

e Limited opportunities for active participation in knowledge creation and problem-solving

While younger generations demonstrate desire to address climate issues, they often lack clear
pathways for meaningful action, creating frustration and disengagement.

1.3. Toward Systemic Solutions
1.3.1. Academic Reform

e Develop curricula that integrate theoretical knowledge with real-world application

o Implement responsible Al and new technologies to improve climate awareness

o Foster independent investigation skills alongside scientific literacy

o Infuse spirituality into academic systems: Educational institutions must recognise that true
progress requires both material and spiritual advancement working in harmony. This means
integrating spiritual values such as love for creation, reverence for the natural world, and
understanding of our interconnectedness into climate education. When students are equipped not
only with scientific methods but also with a spiritual foundation that shapes how they interpret
and apply knowledge, they become empowered to act as stewards rather than mere consumers of
the environment. This holistic approach cultivates both the intellectual capacity to understand
climate science and the moral imperative to act upon that understanding with wisdom and
compassion.

1.3.2. Government and Policy

o Focus policies on optimal resource use with long-term benefits
e Move beyond short-term economic thinking to sustainable development models
o Integrate traditional knowledge systems into climate policy frameworks

1.3.3. Social and Community Action

e Build a sense of collective responsibility and oneness

e Promote active community engagement in environmental conservation

o Start with daily conversations that elevate environmental consciousness

o Create dedicated spaces for youth climate awareness and action. Given that younger generations
want to address climate issues but often lack clear pathways for meaningful engagement,
communities must establish:
o Youth-led environmental forums and discussion circles
o Intergenerational dialogue spaces where traditional knowledge meets contemporary climate

science

o Practical workshops that move beyond theoretical knowledge to hands-on environmental
projects

o Mentorship programs connecting environmentally conscious adults with youth seeking
direction
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o Community spaces where young people can investigate climate truths independently and
develop critical thinking skills
e Recognise that "the well-being of the whole ensures the well-being of the part."

1.4. Systems Thinking and Mental Model Transformation

Systems change theory demonstrates that lasting transformation occurs when we move beyond
surface-level interventions to address the underlying paradigms that shape how we think and act. For
climate action to be effective, we must first transform the mental models that currently prioritise
short-term economic gains over planetary wellbeing, individual success over collective
responsibility, and material advancement over spiritual development. These deeply held assumptions
about progress, success, and our relationship with nature must be fundamentally reimagined.

When mental models shift from seeing humans as separate from and dominant over nature to
understanding our fundamental oneness and interconnectedness and hence interdependence, then
policies, practices, and resource flows naturally align to support sustainable climate action. Without
this foundational shift in consciousness and worldview, surface-level changes remain ineffective
against the systemic forces perpetuating climate denial and inaction.

1.5. The Path Forward

Addressing climate misinformation and ignorance requires fundamental transformation in how we

approach knowledge, education, and social organisation. We must:

1. Empower Active Participation: Transform people from passive recipients to active participants
in understanding and applying climate science

2. Integrate Knowledge Systems: Recognise science and spiritual values as complementary
sources of knowledge rather than competing frameworks

3. Redesign Systems: Challenge economic and social structures that prioritise short-term gains over
planetary sustainability

4. Foster Holistic Education: Combine scientific method with appreciation for creation and
independent investigation of truth

5. Start Small, Think Big: Begin with individual and community-level consciousness raising while
working toward systemic change

The climate crisis ultimately reflects deeper questions about how we relate to knowledge, each other,
and our planet. Only by addressing these fundamental relationships can we hope to overcome the
barriers that prevent us from heeding scientific warnings and taking meaningful action on climate
change.
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2. Why do we continue with production and consumption models that harm the most
vulnerable and are not aligned with the 1.5°C mission?

Despite overwhelming climate science, we persist with production and consumption models that
harm vulnerable populations and undermine the 1.5°C mission. This paradox stems from
materialistic worldviews assuming human selfishness, creating systems where decision-makers are
insulated from consequences while the vulnerable bear costs. Solutions require multi-level
transformation: individuals embracing responsible consumption as spiritual responsibility,
educational reform incorporating indigenous knowledge, policy focusing on resource optimization,
and societal shifts toward oneness and interdependence. True prosperity must be redefined beyond
material accumulation to include spiritual and ecological well-being. The Baha'i concept of
stewardship—viewing humans as trustees rather than owners of Earth's resources—offers a
framework for sustainable transformation requiring consciousness-raising, systemic change, and
spiritual renewal.

2.1 Root Causes: Why We're Trapped in Harmful Systems
2.1.1 Flawed Assumptions About Human Nature

Our modern economic and financial systems are deeply rooted in a materialistic worldview that
assumes humans are inherently selfish consumers driven primarily by greed. This framework
promotes behaviours centred on individual gain, consumption, and competition. These assumptions
have become so embedded in our societal structures that we often mistake them for immutable truths
about human nature itself. The problem compounds when our solutions to climate challenges are
shaped by the same materialistic logic that created the problems in the first place. Meaningful and
lasting change requires us to intensify the dialogue between science and religion.

2.1.2 The Vulnerability Gap

Those most vulnerable to climate impacts—the global poor, indigenous communities, and future
generations—have the least power to influence the systems driving environmental destruction. This
creates a moral hazard where decision-makers are insulated from consequences while those bearing
the costs lack agency to change course.

2.1.3 Spiritual and Consciousness Disconnection

When immediate material needs or consumer culture dominate our attention, we lose sight of deeper
questions about meaningful living and our relationship with the natural world. This spiritual
disconnection makes it easier to pursue lifestyles we intellectually know are unsustainable. We have
lost sight of true prosperity, which extends far beyond mere consumption and material accumulation.
Genuine prosperity encompasses spiritual well-being, meaningful relationships, harmony with
nature, and the flourishing of communities. This reframing is essential because our current definition
of success—measured primarily in terms of consumption and economic growth—directly fuels the
systems destroying our planet.

10
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2.2 A Multi-Level Response: What We Can Do
2.2.1 Individual Action

Start Small, Think Big

o [Engage in conversations that elevate consciousness about our interconnectedness

e Develop spiritual awareness to work within existing systems rather than seeking loopholes
o Use resources more effectively in daily life

Practical Steps

e Delete unnecessary emails to reduce server energy consumption and carbon emissions

e Use Al responsibly, avoiding excessive prompts that generate heat and consume energy

e Embrace responsible consumption as a spiritual responsibility, recognizing that our material
choices reflect our deepest values and our understanding of our role in creation

2.2.2 Academic and Educational Reform

Curriculum Integration

e Incorporate climate action and sustainability into syllabi across disciplines

e Harness Al and technology development specifically for climate improvement

e Focus on imparting indigenous knowledge related to environmental stewardship

Reality-Based Learning

e Create spaces for learning how to live in harmony with the environment through practical daily
applications

e There needs to be awareness that some environmental damage is irreversible (such as the
reported loss of 30 plant species in Sarawak due to climate change)

2.2.3 Government and Policy Action

Policy frameworks must align with long-term sustainability goals:

e Focus policies on optimal resource use with long-term consumer benefits

e Move beyond excessive materialism in policy design

e Ensure law enforcement agents understand their role in accelerating processes aligned with
international climate goals

2.2.4 Societal Transformation
The deepest change requires a fundamental shift in how we see ourselves and our relationships:

Embracing Oneness and Interdependence

o Cultivate a sense of oneness and champion the unity of humanity

e Recognise our fundamental interdependence—with each other, with nature, and with future
generations

o Recognise that the well-being of the whole ensures the well-being of the part. Understand that
our individual well-being is inextricably linked to the health of the whole system

e Move beyond narrow loyalties (nationalism, tribalism) that divide us and obscure our shared
destiny

11
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Concept of Stewardship

e Embrace the principle that humans are not owners but stewards of the Earth's resources

e Recognise nature as a sacred trust, where every element—from the smallest organism to vast
ecosystems—has value beyond its utility to humans

e Understand stewardship as including both environmental care and the responsibility to ensure
resources are shared justly among all peoples

e Apply the concept that true stewardship requires balancing immediate needs with long-term
sustainability for all creation

Rediscovering Human Capacity

e Our inherent capacity for altruism and care evident and exemplified during COVID-19 when
people left food for unknown neighbours

o Challenge vested interests that benefit few at the expense of the many

o Build active engagement in environmental conservation as a shared responsibility

2.3 The Path Forward
The challenge we face is not merely technical or economic—it's fundamentally about transforming
how we understand our place in the world and our obligations to each other and future generations.
This requires:
1. Consciousness-raising conversations that connect daily choices to larger systems and impacts
2. Systemic changes that realign incentives with climate goals rather than relying solely on
individual choice
Resource reallocation toward regenerative rather than extractive activities
4. Spiritual and cultural renewal that redefines progress and success beyond material accumulation,
embracing true prosperity that encompasses spiritual, social, and ecological well-being
5. Stewardship consciousness that recognizes our role as trustees rather than owners of Earth's
resources, with responsibility for both environmental care and just distribution

W

The persistence of harmful patterns despite our knowledge reflects not just institutional inertia, but a
deeper crisis of vision and values. Addressing climate change successfully will require us to rethink
what it means to be human in relationship with each other and the Earth itself. This reframing must
be grounded in the recognition of our fundamental interdependence and our sacred responsibility as
stewards of creation.

12
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3  What can we do to ensure that rich countries, major producers and consumers of fossil
fuels accelerate their transitions and contribute financing for these measures in the most
vulnerable countries?

Accelerating rich countries' fossil fuel transitions requires transformation at individual and societal
levels, grounded in consciousness of global interconnectedness and principles of justice and unity.
Key mechanisms include establishing a "Climate NATO" with binding international legislation,
eliminating fossil fuel subsidies while rejecting carbon offsetting schemes that enable continued
emissions, and implementing innovative financing through debt-for-climate swaps and technology
transfers. Success demands addressing basic development needs in vulnerable countries while
creating accountability through trade measures and diplomatic pressure. Without integrating spiritual
insight with practical policy—ensuring transitions are both rapid enough for climate goals and
equitable enough for global cooperation—fragmented approaches will fail.

3.1 Current Context and Challenges

The climate finance landscape reveals stark realities that demand urgent attention:

o Financial Gap: The COP29 agreement established a $300 billion by 2035 climate finance goal,
yet vulnerable nations face more than half a trillion dollars in climate-related damages annually
by 2030

e Misaligned Incentives: $429 billion went to fossil fuel expanding companies in 2024 alone,
totalling $1.6 trillion since 2021

e Basic Needs vs. Climate Action: For many developing countries, when people cannot put food
on the table, carbon emissions become a secondary concern

o Corporate Resistance: Shareholders often resist climate investments that cannot be clearly
monetized, as evidenced by Shell's CEO acknowledging the challenge of justifying billion-dollar
climate expenditures

3.2 A Global Governance Framework?
3.2.1 Establishing a ""Climate NATO"

We need a robust international alliance—a "NATO for climate change"—that creates binding
commitments and enforcement mechanisms. This framework must include:

Global Legislation: Move beyond national-level legislation to establish internationally binding
climate laws that prevent climate regulation from being used to control economic growth in
developing countries.

Differentiated Responsibilities: Implement binding phase-out timelines with schedules based on
countries' wealth, historical emissions, and current capacities, while ending new fossil fuel
exploration.

A potential example of this global governance framework is the Tropical Forest Forever Facility
(TFFF), a proposed global finance mechanism spearheaded by Brazil, to provide long-term funding
for tropical forest conservation by generating revenue from global capital markets, not traditional
grants. It aims to reward countries that successfully maintain and restore forest cover by channelling
investment returns into performance-based payments. To be launched at COP30, the TFFF seeks to
mobilise substantial funds to protect biodiversity, regulate the climate, and support local livelihoods,
while also providing a portion of funds directly to Indigenous Peoples and local communities.

13
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3.2.2 Financial Mechanisms for Transformation

End Incentives that undercut climate goals

e Eliminate Fossil Fuel Subsidies: Rich countries must fulfil promises to cut fossil fuel subsidies
and redirect these funds toward climate action in vulnerable countries.

e Reject Carbon Offsetting: Carbon credit systems allow rich countries and companies to avoid
behavioural change by simply paying for offsets, widening the gap between rich and poor while
distracting from genuine emission reductions. True climate action requires actual behavioural
change and emission cuts, not financial mechanisms that maintain the status quo while creating
an illusion of progress.

Innovative Financing Solutions - Practical Investment Mechanisms:

e Approach specific rich countries to invest in promising funds under international institutions like
the World Bank

o Distribute dividends to developing countries for specific climate actions (e.g., tropical forest
preservation)

e Implement debt-for-climate swaps allowing countries to redirect debt payments toward climate
action

3.2.3 Technology and Capacity Building:
e Provide concessional financing for technology transfer
e Build local institutional capacity for project development and implementation
e Support education and skills development for green jobs

3.2.4 Market Transformation Strategies

Carbon Pricing Without Offsetting

Implement comprehensive carbon pricing through cap-and-trade systems and carbon taxes that make
fossil fuels more expensive while generating revenue for climate finance—but without allowing
offsetting loopholes that enable continued emissions.

Trade and Economic Measures

Climate-Linked Trade Policy:

e Develop global carbon border adjustments to prevent carbon leakage
e Create preferential trade agreements for climate-ambitious countries
o Link climate performance to market access

Corporate Accountability:
e Mandate corporate disclosure of climate risks and transition plans
o Use shareholder activism and civil society pressure to drive corporate behaviour change

3.2.5 Supporting Just Transitions
In Rich Countries

e  Worker Protection: Support just transition programs for fossil fuel workers, ensuring no one is
left behind in the shift to clean energy.

e Infrastructure Investment: Invest heavily in clean energy infrastructure and grid modernisation
to accelerate the transition.

14



The Future We Want: From Bangsar to Belem
Response to GES 5 Questions

In Vulnerable Countries

Address Root Causes: Recognise that climate action cannot succeed where basic needs are
unmet. Climate finance must address fundamental development needs while building resilience.
Strengthen Governance: Support transparent, accountable governance systems that can
effectively allocate and manage climate finance.

3.2.6 Accountability and Enforcement

Monitoring Systems

Establish independent monitoring of climate finance commitments with clear penalties for
countries failing to meet transition targets.

Political Pressure

Use diplomatic forums, link climate finance to broader development cooperation, and mobilise
international pressure to ensure accountability.

3.3 The Foundation: Individual and Societal Transformation

Meaningful climate action requires transformation at both personal and institutional levels. At the
individual level, education must foster deep consciousness of our interconnectedness with each other
and the planet—Iike cells in a human body where injury to one part affects the whole. This
awareness must translate into tangible behavioural changes, including more conscious consumption
patterns and a deeper sense of responsibility.

At the societal level, institutions must adopt policies that incentivise ethical and sustainable choices.
However, policy alone is insufficient. A shared vision rooted in justice, unity, and the oneness of
humankind is essential. Without these guiding principles, efforts toward change risk being
fragmented or superficial. Only through integrating spiritual insight with scientific understanding—
applied both personally and collectively—can we build a just, sustainable, and spiritually coherent
society.

15
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4 What traditions, histories or practices (cultural, spiritual) from your community teach us to
live in greater harmony with nature?

Cultural and spiritual traditions offer profound wisdom for environmental harmony, yet we often
abandon these principles when inconvenient. Spiritual teachings emphasise stewardship, moderation,
justice, and interdependence—recognising humans as caretakers of creation. Traditional practices
like Malaysian kolam (feeding ants with rice art), Orang Asli sustainable agriculture, and harvest
festivals demonstrate practical harmony with nature. These traditions challenge our convenience-
based environmentalism, calling for spiritual reflection before consumption ("Do I really need this?")
and valuing agricultural work over office careers. True environmental harmony requires aligning
daily practices with spiritual values, moving beyond rhetoric to authentic transformation.

4.1 Living in Harmony with Nature: Cultural and Spiritual Traditions
We speak passionately about environmental stewardship until it becomes inconvenient. Farmers
encourage their children to pursue office jobs, distancing themselves from the land that sustains us
all. Yet within our diverse cultural and spiritual traditions lie profound teachings that can guide us
toward authentic harmony with the natural world.

4.2 Spiritual Traditions
4.2.1 Stewardship and Divine Responsibility

Many spiritual traditions recognise humans as transcendent beings with a fundamental responsibility
to safeguard the environment. This stewardship model positions us not as owners but as caretakers of
creation. The Baha'i concept of Huq’u’qullah—the "Right of God"—reminds us that our prosperity
depends not only on our efforts but on divine providence and the labour of countless others. This
understanding challenges us to earn our wealth through rightful means and to recognise our
interconnectedness with all creation. As Abdul-Bahd emphasised, agriculture represents the most
fundamental human activity, connecting us directly to the sources of life itself. This perspective calls
us to value and honour those who work the land rather than encouraging exodus from agricultural
life.

4.2.2 Traditional Ecological Knowledge

Indigenous and local communities have developed practices that demonstrate harmony with natural

systems:

Malaysian and Southeast Asian Traditions:

e Indian Kolam: Traditional floor art using rice, designed to feed ants and birds while creating
beauty

o Banana Leaves as Plates: Utilising natural, biodegradable materials that return nutrients to the
soil

e Orang Asli Agricultural Techniques: Minimising soil disturbance while planting diverse crops
that naturally improve soil nutrition and health

Celebration and Reverence

Cultural celebrations reinforce our connection to natural cycles:

o Harvest Festivals (Pesta Kaamatan, Gawai, Ponggal): Community celebrations expressing
gratitude for crops and acknowledging our dependence on natural abundance

o Traditional Arts (batik, songket, carpets): Artistic expressions that reference and honour natural
forms and patterns

o Folklore and Stories: Traditional narratives that embed ecological wisdom and teach respectful
relationships with nature
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4.3 Rethinking Progress and Success

Traditional wisdom challenges our modern definitions of progress. Rather than pursuing immediate
gains (as reflected in short-term political thinking), these traditions encourage:

e Long-term perspective in decision-making

Valuing agricultural and land-based work

Recognizing the bioethnocentric view that preserves all forms of nature

Understanding that true prosperity includes spiritual and ecological wealth

4.3.1 Moving Beyond Convenience-Based Environmentalism

The most profound challenge these traditions present is moving beyond "convenience-based

environmentalism"—caring about nature only when it doesn't disrupt our lifestyle. Authentic

harmony with nature requires:

1. Fundamental Understanding: Questioning why we do certain things and whether our practices
align with our stated values

2. Spiritual Grounding: Integrating contemplative practices that deepen our reverence for creation

3. Cultural Reclamation: Reviving traditional practices that demonstrate sustainable relationships
with land and resources

4. Justice-Oriented Action: Ensuring environmental decisions consider their impact on future
generations and marginalised communities

4.3.2 Promote spiritual education, alongside academic education

Crucially, spiritual education cultivates essential virtues for living harmoniously with nature:

o Interdependence: Recognising our fundamental connection to all creation, often taught through
children's songs celebrating "creatures of this big world"

e Moderation: Overcoming overconsumption and avoiding overindulgence

o Justice: Considering the rights of future generations rather than satisfying present greed

e Creativity and Perseverance: Developing holistic and sustainable models for human
development

e Honesty and Humility: Ensuring the voices of the disadvantaged are heard in all levels of
decision-making

Conclusion

The wisdom embedded in our cultural and spiritual traditions offers more than environmental tips—it
provides a framework for reimagining human civilisation in harmony with natural systems. This
requires honest acknowledgment of the gap between our environmental rhetoric and our actual
practices, coupled with commitment to the patient work of aligning our daily lives with our deepest
values.

True harmony with nature emerges not from technological solutions alone, but from spiritual
transformation that recognizes our fundamental interdependence with all life. It calls us to value the
farmer as much as the office worker, to choose moderation over consumption, and to make decisions
based on justice for future generations rather than convenience for ourselves.
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5 Considering that we need to guarantee diversity in the collective, how can we mobilize more
peoples, leaders, corporations, companies and nations to support just and ethical changes in
combating the climate crisis? What ideas and values could inspire us in this mission?

This question examines mobilising diverse stakeholders—individuals, corporations, governments,
and communities—for ethical climate action through community-centred approaches. Addressing the
paralysis many feel facing global climate change, we propose activating and empowering local
communities to investigate climate impacts and develop contextual responses. Guided by principles
of justice, oneness of humanity, and interdependence, such a framework would integrate spiritual
wisdom with scientific knowledge. Strategies span from individual consumption awareness and
family cultural shifts to corporate sustainability policies and grassroots involvement in global forums.
By creating collaborative networks that honour diverse approaches while fostering shared purpose,
communities can transform from passive recipients to active agents of climate solutions,
demonstrating that meaningful environmental action emerges through collective local engagement
rather than top-down mandates.

5.1 From Global Paralysis to Local Empowerment
Many feel powerless facing the vastness of climate change, but transformation becomes manageable
when approached through neighbourhoods and communities. Local communities could be activated
and empowered to investigate climate impacts, understand their specific challenges, and explore
collective responses. If justice and oneness guide us, they must shape how we learn about and
respond to planetary conditions. Small communities could investigate truth, read reality, act on
understanding, and reflect on actions—constantly refining approaches while ensuring more
community members participate in generating and applying local knowledge informed by both
spiritual and scientific understanding.

5.2 Foundational Spiritual Values for Mobilisation
Justice serves as our fundamental framework, ensuring climate responses address fairness and equity.
Oneness of humanity transcends borders, fostering global cooperation. Embracing interdependence
reveals how economic, social, and environmental systems interconnect. The nobility of human beings
demonstrates our capacity for selflessness, preventing overemphasis on material pursuits like status
competition, beauty standards, and consumption-driven lifestyles.

Central to this understanding is recognising that each member of the race is born into the world as a
trust of the whole and the well-being of the whole ensures the well-being of the part. This
perspective transforms climate action from individual burden to collective stewardship, where every
person carries responsibility not only for their own actions but for the wellbeing of humanity and the
planet. Such recognition eliminates the artificial divisions that often paralyse climate efforts, instead
fostering a sense of shared accountability where local actions serve universal purposes and individual
choices reflect care for the global community.

The principle of "think global, act local" channels the power of unity in thought, vision, and
collective action toward meaningful change.
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5.3 Sector-Specific Strategies
Education and Media Transformation
Media should be regulated to ensure responsible messaging, controlling advertisements that promote
unsustainable consumption patterns. Educational initiatives must socialise spiritual qualities
alongside practical knowledge, creating informed citizens capable of ethical decision-making.

Individual Engagement

Citizens need awareness to choose sustainable products and avoid overconsumption driven by greed.
Differentiating between needs and wants becomes crucial. Everyone should be assisted to understand
their right to disagree and participate meaningfully in climate discussions.

Family-Level Changes
Consciously discontinuing cultures like buying new clothes for celebrations, weddings, and annual
events creates significant impact through collective behavioural shifts.

Community Mobilisation

Climate discussions have been confined to elite forums like COP—grassroots involvement is
essential. Communities should create diverse conversational spaces for climate action; foster shared
aspirations for common futures; utilise existing youth gatherings to discuss environmental topics
using learning materials from environmental programmes; connect service projects to environmental
themes; embrace neighbourhood-level change through community cooperation (gotong-royong);
apply the principle "one person's garbage is another's treasure"; brainstorm practical daily life action
plans

Corporate Citizenship

Innovation would ensure environmental protection doesn't sacrifice industrialisation. Companies
should combat waste culture and engineered obsolescence, prioritising sustainability and collective
prosperity in their policies.

Professor Alex Edmans's "Grow the Pie" concept argues that companies shouldn't see profit and
sustainability as a trade-off. Instead of a "pie-splitting" mindset where value is fixed and must be
divided between stakeholders (shareholders, employees, customers), he advocates for a "pie-
growing" approach. This means a company's primary purpose should be to create a larger total pie by
investing in its stakeholders. Edmans's research shows that companies focused on serving society,
not just maximising short-term profit, ultimately become more successful and profitable in the long
run.

Government Leadership

Governance requires coherence between means and ends, avoiding resource wastage in elaborate
conferences. While COP has limitations, it remains our closest global convening platform for
collaborative work. Governments should:

e Include stakeholder discussions in all projects

o Consult local communities for development plans

e Provide subsidies for companies prioritising sustainable production methods
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5.4 Building Collaborative Networks
Community-Level Innovation
Establish neighbourhood climate champions who understand local contexts and cultural nuances.
Create skill-sharing networks where individuals contribute unique talents—artists, teachers,
engineers—to climate solutions. Story-based engagement connects climate action to personal values
through shared narratives.

Cross-Sector Partnerships

Foster unlikely alliances between tech companies and indigenous communities, financial institutions
and environmental organizations. Develop innovation incentives rewarding breakthrough sustainable
technologies and business practices. Implement transparency frameworks with clear metrics making

climate commitments measurable and accountable.

International Cooperation

Facilitate cultural exchange programmes sharing knowledge between countries facing similar
challenges. Provide economic transition support helping developing nations leapfrog to sustainable
technologies. Establish diplomatic climate channels transcending traditional political divisions.

5.5 Creating Unified Purpose Across Diversity
Mobilising diverse stakeholders requires identifying common ground while respecting different
approaches. Climate action becomes compelling when aligned with existing values:
e Businesses: Innovation opportunities and market advantages
e Communities: Environmental health as resilience and quality of life
o Nations: Climate leadership as economic competitiveness and global influence
e Individuals: Climate action as personal meaning and collective belonging

From Competition to Collaboration

Rather than viewing climate action as zero-sum competition, we must reframe it as humanity's
greatest collaborative project. This means celebrating diverse solutions, learning from different
cultural approaches to environmental stewardship, and creating space for multiple sustainability
pathways.

The climate crisis urgency demands moving beyond traditional boundaries to create new collective
action forms that honour both our diversity and our shared planetary fate. Through community-
centred approaches that value both spiritual wisdom and scientific knowledge, we can build the
inclusive, just, and effective climate response our world desperately needs.
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