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Unit 2 Resources  
on Science and Religion 

 
 

Recommended for Course Participants 
 

Depending on your time and interest, you may choose one or more items below to 
watch or read. 

Brief Video Talk on Science, Religion, and Climate Change  2:49 
Katharine Hayhoe: Climate Change Evangelist  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1eGJLqxxKQ  

A Brief History of Climate Science 
2-page internal course reading as pdf 

Understanding and Communicating with Climate Science Skeptics 
If you are interested in learning more about the phenomenon of climate science 
skepticism, this additional reading is for you.  
6 ½ pages internal course reading as pdf 

CLIMATE CHANGE 2023: Brief Video about the IPCC Synthesis Report  (~ 3 min.) 
This video very briefly summarizes the state of the world's climate in preparation for the 
next units. 
For an explanation about the IPCC (intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change), 
check out Reading Part 2 on Science and Religion in this Unit 2. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9CeECpxtx8  
 
 

Resource Library 

 

There are numerous resources in this course. Consider them as a library available to 
you at any time without obligation to look into any “book”. 

The Unit 2 Resource Library has two “bookshelves”: 

A. Resources for Science, Science and Religion, and some Aspects of Climate 
Science 

B. Dealing with Climate Change Misinformation and Disinformation 

You find them both on the pages below: 

https://iefworld.org/ssdcc0.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1eGJLqxxKQ
https://iefworld.org/fl/cc2resA.pdf
https://iefworld.org/fl/cc2resB.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9CeECpxtx8
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A. Resources for Science, Science and Religion, and some Aspects of Climate 
Science 

Can Science and Religion Ever Agree? A Bahá'í Perspective 1h 26 min., Talk ends 
after 53 min. 
Talk given by Dr. Steven Phelps on September 5, 2020. Dr. Steven Phelps received a 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy and physics from Stanford University and a PhD in 
physics from Princeton University. He subsequently taught himself Arabic and Persian in 
order to read the Bahá'í writings in their original languages. In this stimulating 
presentation, Dr. Phelps introduces the Bahá'í concept of the harmony of science and 
religion by highlighting fundamental principles expressed in the Bahá'í Writings. 
This talk is recommended for those who would like to dig deeper into the philosophy of 
science and religion. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6MJiDuKdrQ  
 

Dr. Steven Phelps - Science, Religion & A New Narrative, a series of talks (audio 
recordings) presented at the Acuto Baha'i School 
Dr. Steven Phelps, Ph.D. Physicist and Philosopher, presents new ways of looking at 
the age-old concepts of God, spirit, nature, religion, and revelation. He examines the 
competing world views that lie behind the present conflict between science and religion 
and offers insights from a Baha'i perspective and from modern science about the nature 
of ultimate reality. 
This is a highly recommended resource, but a whole course by itself. It is best to study 
these lectures after the completion of this course on climate change. 
Science, Religion & a New Narrative 

 
Environmental science in a post-truth world, an article by Jane Lubchenco, 
published by esa on 1 February, 2017 
Environmental science in a post-truth world 

The real reason some scientists downplay the risks of climate change 

by Dale Jamieson, Michael Oppenheimer and Naomi Oreskes, The Guardian Fri 25 Oct 
2019 
While climate skeptics and deniers often accuse scientists of exaggerating the threats 
associated with the climate crisis, the available evidence suggests the opposite. By and 
large, scientists have either been right in their assessments, or have been unduly 
conservative. We noticed a clear pattern of underestimation of certain key climate 
indicators, and therefore underestimation of the threat of climate disruption. When new 
observations of the climate system have provided more or better data, or permitted us to 
re-evaluate earlier conclusions, the findings for ice extent, sea level rise and ocean 
temperature have generally been worse than previously thought. 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/oct/25/the-real-reason-some-scientists-
downplay-the-risks-of-climate-change? 

Extreme Weather Can Feel ‘Normal’ After Just a Few Years, Study Finds 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/26/climate/what-is-extreme-weather.html  

https://iefworld.org/ssdcc0.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6MJiDuKdrQ
https://soundcloud.com/khelabaskett/sets/science-religion-new-narrative
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/fee.1454/full
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/oct/25/the-real-reason-some-scientists-downplay-the-risks-of-climate-change
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/oct/25/the-real-reason-some-scientists-downplay-the-risks-of-climate-change
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/26/climate/what-is-extreme-weather.html
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B. Dealing with Climate Change Misinformation and Disinformation  

November 29, 2017 Letter of the Universal House of Justice, the Supreme Institution 
of the Baha'i Faith (4 pages):  
Supreme Body Addresses Climate Change 
This letter was written by the Department of the Secretariat of the Universal House of 
Justice in response to three individuals' concern about the extreme politicization of 
climate change in certain countries.  

A Conversation with Climate Scientist Dr. Katharine Hayhoe 
In this video, Dr. Hayhoe gives valuable advice about how to talk with others about 
climate change. Video Talk 1 hour 16 minutes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWO2fbsEyvg  

The Secret to Talking about Climate Change 
Excellent advice about building relationship and trust and not debating climate science 
with those who doubt it. 
4 minute video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkklaXhbTuA&t=1s  

Two excellent websites addressing skeptics' arguments: 
Grist 
Skeptical Science 

Skeptic Arguments and What the Science Says 
Skeptic Arguments and What the Science Says 
This is a long list of skeptic arguments with short scientific answers. You don't have to 
read them all, just read what you like. 

Exposing the Disinformation Playbook: An Interactive Slideshow 
By the Union of Concerned Scientists 
Exposing the Disinformation Playbook: An Interactive Slideshow 

Merchants of Doubt 
Book by Naomi Oreskes. The author explains the long history of the influence of 
ideology on raising doubts about science (including climate science) in order to pursue a 
certain political agenda. 

Film: Merchants of Doubt (2014) with Naomi Oreskes, Jamy Swiss, Frederick Singer  
Merchants of Doubt   1:21:05 

Speech by Senator Whitehouse, given on the Senate Floor of the US Congress on 
Oct 13, 2011, (23 minutes)  
Climate Change: 99 Second Opinions?  
This speech by Senator Whitehouse points out the ideological and political challenges 
we face. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said: “...Men of enlightened heart worship truth on whatever 
horizon it appears. They are not bound by personality, but they follow the truth, and are 
able to recognize it no matter from whence it may come.” (Paris Talks, p. 128) Although 
the context of these words is the recognition of spiritual truth in different religions, these 

https://iefworld.org/ssdcc0.html
https://courses.wilmetteinstitute.org/pluginfile.php/114959/mod_page/content/233/20171129_UHJ-addresses-climate-change.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWO2fbsEyvg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkklaXhbTuA&t=1s
http://grist.org/series/skeptics/
http://grist.org/series/skeptics/
http://www.skepticalscience.com/
http://www.skepticalscience.com/print.php
http://www.skepticalscience.com/print.php
http://www.ucsusa.org/global_warming/solutions/fight-misinformation/global-warming-facts-and-fossil-fuel-industry-disinformation-tactics.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRWEqbl1wmk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=k6VQ0vYfrAw
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words are very much to the point here. It’s not often that we hear truth from a politician, 
but hearing truth in a world of deception is spiritually up-lifting. 

Journalism, ‘Fake News’ & Disinformation 
Handbook for Journalism Education and Training 
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/journalism_fake_news_disinformation_print_frien
dly_0.pdf 

Slide talk by Don Brown about the Climate Change Disinformation Campaign 
This video explains why the climate change disinformation campaign is ethically 
abhorrent. It briefly identifies the morally indefensible tactics used by a campaign 
designed to undermine mainstream climate science in ways that utterly fail to achieve 
minimum norms of responsible scientific skepticism while at the same time greatly 
endangering many of the world’s poorest people The video distinguishes responsible 
skepticism, something that should be encouraged, from morally abhorrent 
disinformation. 
Slide talk by Don Brown about the Climate Change Disinformation Campaign (about 14 
min.) 

How to convince your friends to believe in climate change. It's not as hard as you 
think. 
By Brian Palmer, article published in the Washington Post, February 3, 2014 
How to convince your friends to believe in climate change. It's not as hard as you think. 

The Escalator 
The Escalator: The graph shows how skeptics and realists view global warming. 

Climate Change Denial - Heads in the Sand, book by Haydn Washington and John 
Cook.  
There are many climate change denial arguments. The authors give examples, sort 
them into five basic categories and provide in-depth scientific explanations. 

Don't Even Think About It: Why Our Brains Are Wired to Ignore Climate Change, 
book by George Marshall 
Most of us recognize that climate change is real, and yet we do nothing to stop it. What 
is this psychological mechanism that allows us to know something is true but act as if it 
is not? 
With engaging stories and drawing on years of his own research, Marshall argues that 
the answers do not lie in the things that make us different and drive us apart, but rather 
in what we all share: how our human brains are wired—our evolutionary origins, our 
perceptions of threats, our cognitive blindspots, our love of storytelling, our fear of death, 
and our deepest instincts to defend our family and tribe. This book is both about climate 
change and about the qualities that make us human and how we can grow as we deal 
with the greatest challenge we have ever faced. 

Climate Change Ethics: Navigating the Perfect Moral Storm. This book by Don 
Brown is a great aid in responding clearly to climate change skeptics who argue that 
little or no action should be taken on climate at this time. 

https://iefworld.org/ssdcc0.html
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/journalism_fake_news_disinformation_print_friendly_0.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/journalism_fake_news_disinformation_print_friendly_0.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qPdMFYMJ8dc
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/how-to-convince-your-friends-to-believe-in-climate-change-its-not-as-hard-as-you-think/2014/02/03/3a9a1fa8-8828-11e3-916e-e01534b1e132_story.html
http://www.skepticalscience.com/graphics.php?g=47
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